
Topic Web 

The following Topic Web demonstrates how the inland waterways of Ireland 
can be integrated into lesson plans on the Irish Primary Curriculum and the 
Northern Ireland Primary Curriculum.
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Geography:
•	Thelocalnaturalenvironment–observe

thephysicalwaterwayfeatures,record&
communicateexperiences&observations

•	Peoplelivingandworkinginanatural
environment–compare&contraste.g.
tourism,agriculture,industry,services
etc.

•	Settlementsalongthewaterways–
townsbuiltnearthewaterways,built
environmente.g.buildingsandtheir
uses,bridgeandlockconstruction

•	Environmentalawareness-discusshow
humanactivitiesmayhavepositiveor
adverseeffectsonyourlocalwaterway
environment

•	Movementandenergy-theeffect
ofnaturaldisaster/extremeweather
conditionsonthelivesofpeopleliving
nearawaterwaye.g.flooding

History:
•	Continuityandchangeovertime–

timelines,comparealocalwaterwayssite
asitistodayandhowitwasinthepast

•	Stories–listentolocalpeopletelling
storiesofthewaterwaysinthepast

•	Life,society,workandcultureinthe
past–thewaterwaysduringtheindustrial
age,leisureandpastimes,storiesof
individualsfromthepast

•	Localstudies–buildings,sitesorruins
alongthewaterways.Mylocalitythrough
theages–importanteventsalongthe
waterwaysinyourlocality

•	Erasofchangeandconflict-onthe
waterways,settlements,tradersonthe
waterways

•	Interdependence-howpeopleinthepast
interactedwiththeirenvironment	
fortransport&communications

Science:
•	Energyandforces–thewaterwaysasa

sourceofenergy

•	Environmentalawareness–
interrelationshipse.g.waterwaysand
people.Usingthewaterwayenvironment
forleisureactivities

•	Scienceandtheenvironment–
investigateaspectsofhumanactivities
thatmayhavepositiveoradverseeffects
onthewaterwayenvironment

•	Place–howpeople,plants&animals
dependonthefeaturesandmaterials	
inplaces

Social Environmental and Scientific Education 
(SESE)/The World Around Us

Canoeing on the Shannon



English:

•	Emotionalandimaginativedevelopment
throughlanguage-creativewritinge.g.
reports,articles,interviews

•	Developingcognitiveabilitiesthrough
language–clarifyingthroughwriting

•	Talkingandlistening-classroom
discussion&presentationsrelatingtothe
inlandwaterways

•	Reading-locate,select,evaluateand
communicateinformation

•	Writing-expressthoughtsandopinions
inimaginativeandfactualwriting

Social Personal and Health 
Education (SPHE)/Personal 
Development and Mutual 
Understanding
•	Myselfandthewiderworld–awareness

andcareofthewaterways,aknowledge
ofhowthewaterwaysareused&the
benefitstotheeconomye.g.tourism,
watersidefestivalsetc.

•	Myselfandothers–myfriendsandother
people,makingdecisionse.g.planatrip
onthewaterways,allocatedutiesequally
amongthegroup,practicesafewaterway
use,recordalogofthetrip,waterway
activitiesformingpartofahealthy
lifestylei.e.swimming,kayaking,	
walkingetc.

•	Mutualunderstandinginthelocal
andwidercommunity-anawareness
andconcernaboutyourwaterway
environment

Mathematics and Numeracy
•	Problemsolvinge.g.calculatehowmany

smartcardunitsitwilltaketonavigate
throughalllocksontheShannon-Erne
Waterway,howmanybridgesarethere,
howmanykilometresofnavigation
managedbyWaterwaysIreland,addthe
lengthofonenavigationtoanotheretc

•	Decisionmakinge.g.makingasensible
estimateregardingthetypeofsmartcard
youwouldneedforawaterwaytrip

•	Measuree.g.anestimationofthelength
ofajourneyandthetimeitwilltaketo
complete

•	Moneye.g.budgetingforatriponthe
waterways

•	Understandingandrecallinge.g.
waterwayfacts

Language/Language 
and Literacy
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